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Tth. Douglas M. Costle. .
Administrator - _ .
Invironmenial Prolection Agency
Room 1200 Hest Yower, A-Y00 '
407 M Street, S,4. B

t.Hashington, D.C. 20480

flpar . Costle:

This is reference to the injury being inflicted on the Flathead Hational
Forest, Hontana, as a result of the willful emissions of phytotoxic

. gases and particulate fluorides to the atmosphere by Anagconda Aluminum
Company, Columbia Falls, Montana, {now a subsidiary of Atlantic Richfield
Company). The ecmissions have resulted in injury to vecreation, wildlife,
Limber, and esthetic resources on the Flathesd Hational Forest. Ferest
Service studies conducted since 1970 document the emission of phytotexic
gases and particulate fluorides as causing primary injury to plants, ,
grovth loss on lodgepole pine, weakeuing and predisposing pine to insect
attack, and gencral degradation of envivenmental values. Envivonmental

: A Protection Agency {(EPAY and the University of Hontana studies provide

g? support and credit to the Forest Service studies. Data collected by ihe

: Anaconda Aluminum Company agree closely with that collected by the

Forest Service. o , ,

o fhis matter has beea veforred to the feperiment of Justice for such
action as it considers appropriate (see enclosed Hav 9, 1977, letier
from Richard L. Towler, Director of Katural Resauvces Bivision, Oifice

N of the General Counsel, UBSDA, to Attorney General Grifiin 0. 8ell).
The preliminary damage estipates provided by the Forest Service range
from 32,000,000 to $20,000,000, sssuming that some 20,000 acres ave
being adversely-affected by elevalcd levels of flusrides.and that domages
are calculated on a total loss of land valwe. [Cven if Hie fnaconda )
Aluminum Company does pay for damages, the payment will not adequately
protect the Flathead Hational Foraest from further injury. ‘The only real
protection from further injury is a veduction in emissions. In order o
protect the forest frem further injury, the level of emissions would
have to he veduced below the present Stale standavd. '
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In addition to whalever assistance you may provide with respect to this:
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specifie situation, we would appreciate any assistance that LPA ean _
offer in insuring thut the Hation's forest resources are protucted from.
further injury by toxic air pollutants. We are particelarly hopeful o
that you would be able to develop national primary and secondary standards:
for gaseous fluoride emissions. These standards vould help proiect allb
the Hational Forests and other public and privale forest lands from air
pollution injury. 4

H you need furlher information, please contact Daniel Brown, Forest
Insect and Disease Manogement, USDA, Forest Svevice, P.O. Boy 2417,
Hashington, 0.€C, 200¥3, 235-85209.

Sincerely, - y
(/ )‘ i
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JOHN R. McGUIRE
Chief
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